Betting on Casinos as a Community Benefit
Analyzing Local News Coverage of the Development of Casino Gaming in Ohio
This research examines news coverage of casino gaming in Ohio in the period 2008-2018. Ohio
legalized gambling by popular vote in November 2009 and the state now has four casinos and 7
racinos with VLT gaming. This study will use a framing analysis to look at the way that news
coverage portrays casinos with respect to social responsibility and their impact on the local
community.
With the spread of gambling outside of traditional strongholds such as Las Vegas and Atlantic
City, many have debated casinos’ benefit to communities, and some have criticized casinos’
impact on localities. This study will assess how news coverage in five local papers (Cincinnati
Enquirer, Columbus, Toledo, Cleveland, Dayton) has framed the introduction of casinos into the
state of Ohio. It will also look at the frequency of coverage of casinos in these papers.
This research will provide a preliminary look into the news coverage of casinos in order to
foreground a future study, which will take a qualitative approach to understanding how reporters
cover “local” casinos. It will be the first research study to look specifically at news coverage of
casinos outside of traditional gaming locales like Las Vegas and Atlantic City.
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Bios: Dr. Jessalynn Strauss is an assistant professor of strategic communications at Elon
University. Her research examines the casino industry in Las Vegas, NV, exploring history,
communication, and corporate social responsibility. In 2015, she published Challenging
Corporate Social Responsibility: Lessons for Public Relations from the Casino Industry
(Routledge), which uses the gaming industry as a case study to consider the risks and rewards of
corporate social responsibility.
Dr. Hillary Lake is an investigative reporter and Manager of Investigative Content at WCPO-TV
in Cincinnati, Ohio. After completing a Ph.D. at the University of Oregon, she began her career
in television and has worked at stations in Medford, OR; Knoxville, TN; and Portland, OR.

